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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ALSATIAN DOG BILL, SELECT COM-
MITTEE,

Exztension of Time.

On motion by Mr. Clydesdale, the ¢time for
bringing up the report was extended for one
week.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-MINER'S PHTHISIS ACT
AMENDMENT.

In Committee,

Hon. T. Walker in the Chair; the Min-
ister for Mines in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clanse 2—Interpretation of Seection 8:

Hon. G. TAYLOR: What does the clause
really deal with¥

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
clause has been inserted in the Bill for the
purpose of legalising the administration of
the Miner's Phthisis Act as at present earried
ont. The parent Act provides that & man
must be working in, at or upon a mine, but
in practice we have allowed men to have the
advantages of the Act, if they are suffering
from tobereulosis, up to within 12 months
of the date when they last worked on a mine.
There is no legal authoriiy for that conrse,
and the clause will remedy that position. A
man may have been out of the mining indus-
try for three months, and as the law standa
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now, we could not pay eompensation to him
if he were found to be suffering from the
disease.

-Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
mpke the period 12 months.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
the period specified in the Workers' Com-
pensation Act, and this will bring the Min-
ers’ Phthisis Aet into line with the Workers'
Compensation Act,

Hop. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am glad
the Minister has made that explanation, and
it is now clear to us that the clanse will bring
the Act into conformity with the Workers’
Conipensation Aet,

Why do you

Clause. put and passed,
[Mr. Lambert took the Chair.)

Clause 3—Amendment of Seection 9:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We dis-
cussed this matter at considerable length last
night, and the Minister rather doubted my
interpretation. 1 contended that tbe c¢lause
means that a miner will bave the choice of
coming under the provisions of the Miner's
Phthisis Aet, or under those of the Workers’
Compensation Act. The position is eclear
from the wording of the clause in the amend-
ing Act that was introduced by the Minister
for'Lands when he was Minister for Mines,
and the amendment now sought by the pre-
sent Minister for Mines is really merely a
change in wording. As the law stands to-
day, if a miner becomes entifled to compen-
sation under the Workers’ Compensation
Act, then the provision of the Miner’s
Phthisis Aet do not apply to him. We will
change that nnder the clause in the Bill, and
will give the miner the choice as to which
Act he will come under. 1f the Minister can
justify that as being right, then we will
agree; but I would hke to hear what he has
to say.

The: MINISTER FOR MINES: I stili
say that the interpretation placed upon the
clause by the hon. member is not correct.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Then why do
you propose to giter the law?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Becauss
to-day we are paying compensation to min-
ers suffering from tuberculosis under the
Miner's Phthisis Act, and net under the
Workers' Compensation Aet. The report I
read when I introduced the Mines Estimates
indicated that sinee the inanguration of pay-
ments under the Third Schedule of e
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Workers’ Compensation Act, there have been
three instances only in which men suffering
from tuberculosis have been compensated.
Two of the men had left the mine because of
their incapacity prior to the proclamation of
the Workers’ Compensation Act, Since then
only one man who has T.B. as well as
phthisis is being paid. The reason for the
amendment is that the Crown Law authori-
ties have ruled that a man is not entitled to
compensation unless he is registered on the
register of the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund.
A fajr percentage of the men being paid
under the Phthisis Act, becaunse they have
T.B., have been certified oo examination by
the doctor subsequently io be totally ineap-
acitated, and therefore they are entitled to
elaim under the Workers’ Compensation Act,
which debars them from being paid under
the Phthisis Aet. Amnother section of the
Workers' Compensation Act provides that a
man must be totally incapacitated before he
is entitled to compensation, but it is diffienlt
to prove total incapaeity, A man on after-
noon shift is examined in the morning, after
having worked the night before. Photo-
graphs are taken at the laboratory, but per-
haps are not developed for four or five days.
The man works up to tbe time of receiving
notice of prohibition, and therefore we ean-
not prove that he is totally incapacitated.
‘When the doctor certifies that he is totally
incapacitated he would have a claim under
the Workers’ Compensation Act, but while
the Miner’s Phthisis Aet stands as at present,
he would be debarred from being paid under
that measure. We are paying all elaims,
whether the men have phthisis or not, and
that is what we wish to eontinue.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Why not sim-
plify it?

The MINISTER FOR MINES : This
clause will simplify it. If a man had T.B.
only, he eould not be declared totally inea-
pacitated and receive eompensation under the
Workers’ Compensation Act. We have to
pay him under the Miner’s Phthisis Act, 1t
is not fair to pay him under the Miner's
Phthisis Aet and to deny the same benefits to
an unfortunate man who has advanced min-
er’s phthisis as well as T.B., and compel him
to come under the Workers' Compensation
Act.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: He lakes his
choice.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, he
eannot claim under both. Under the amend-
ment, if he has tuberculosis, he must he

[ASSEMBLY.)

paid under the Miner's Phthisis Act, irre-
spective of whether he has phthisis. Wky
treat a man with the double disease worse
than a man with the one disease?

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister has admitted that the man can take
his choice.

The Minister for Mines: No, he cannot.”

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Such
confusion and bother should be avoided in
our legislation. We are paying the pre-
miums under the Workers' Compensation
Act and are paying money under the Miner's
Phthisis Act, and it is evident that it would
not do to let & claimant have his choice,
Apparently the Government have been doing
somefhing illegal.

The Minister for Mines: It was only dis-
covered on the 24th September,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Unless
we pass some legislation, injustice will be
done. I am not opposing this measure.
Men arve suffering and we wish to relieve
them. I do not think it is right that the
State should pay the Third Schedule pre-
mjnms for the newly established mining
companies. We have accepted the fact that
the older companies at Kalgoorlie are not
able to earry much more in the way of
charges, and we do not object to the Minis-
ter paying the premiums for them out of
the funds provided by the Federal Govern-
ment. The Minister, however, should not
extend those payments to the new eompanies,

The Premier: I do not think that either
new or old will get much more.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Let us
pass this measure and the whole matter ean
be considered when it is determined who is
to pay the Third Schedule rates.

Hon. . TAYLOR: The Leader of the
Opposition has eontended that a claim eould
be made under both measures. If a man
claims under the Workers’ Compensation
Act for total incapacity he receives a lump
sum of £750, but if he claims under the
Miner’s Phthisis Act he receives so much
a week for himself, wife and family up to
£4 5s. That is the more sensible proposition
for & man with a family. The Leader of
the Opposition says a man has his choice,
and the Minister says he has not. Sinee
the discussion I had with the Minister this
afternoon I have learned that other legal
people think there is great foree in the argu-
ment of the Leader of the Opposition. A
man mAy receive a lump sum under the
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Workers' Compensation Act and when that
is exhaunsted he comes back under the Miner’s
Phthisis Act. That is the statement set up,
but it seems quite absurd. If this is going
to be the result of the amending legislation,
I am amazed to think that the Ministe
should bring it down. He would not expect
the Committee to pass it. Provision should
have been made in the early days of the
industry to ses that the mines themselves
supported those who were injured in health
by reason of their occupation. The sym-
pathy of everyone goes out to these un-
fortunate people. The Government should
take steps to place future obligations upon
the new mines that are being developed
rather than upon the taxpayers. I hope
it will not be found that this Bill fails to
effect the end desired.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 4, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED FROM THE
COUNOIL.

1, Industries Assistance.

2, Land Agents.

With amendments.

BILL—LOAN, £2,250,000.
Message.,

Message from the Lieutenant Governor
received and read, recommending appropria-
tion of the purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER
(Hon. P. Collier—Boulder) [5.7] in moving
the second reading said: It will be seen
that the amount set out in the Bill is com-
paratively small. In reality it is the small-
est Loan Bill since 1921. There is a redue-

tion of over 50 per cent. compared with

that of last year, the amount being
£4,800,000, and of this Bill £2,350,000, or a
reduction of £2,550,000. This is brought
ahout to a great extent by the small amonnt
of our berrowing during the last two years,
and the consequent large amount of loans aun-
thorised, but not yet raised. These total—
the amounts anthorised but not raised—
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£6,583,000, made up of the Treasury Bonds
Deficiency Act £55,000, the balance of the
1927 Loan Bill of £1,727,000, and the whole
of last year’s Loan Bill of £4,800,000.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Why with such
a large authorisation is more money needed
vow ¥

The PREMIER: Although we have
been unable to borrow on the loan mar-
ket, the expenditure has had to go on.
We have, therefore, overspent our loan rais-
ings. Funds have been provided to meet
this from other sources, such as bank over-
drafts, temporary advances from the Com-
monwealth, migration loans, and counter
gales. :

Hon. G. Taylor: The
amount to a good deal.

The PREMIER: Yes, The bank over-
dAraft on temporary advances will be ad-
jnsted when a loan is floated. Certain ser-
vices such ag the Agricultural Bank capital,
railwny econstruetion, water supplies, and
proup settlements are continuouns, and funds
must be found for them.  Other works
authorised may be gona on with although
funds have not been raised for them. That
is why we have to borrow this money. Take
the Meekatharra-Wiluna line. Tn last yesr's
Yoan Bill, the amount of £70,000 was au-
thorised for this work, bnt the expenditure
already has been considerably in excess of
that. Although we have aunthorisations, and
have passed Bills for works, there has been
an expenditure in excess of authorisations,
and expenditure in some directions for
which there has not been any antherisation.
When a work or service exceeds the anthor-
isation the expenditure is charged to loan
suspense, and it is cleared when the follow-
ing loan is floated. Tt will be seen from the
Loan Estimates that there is an expenditure
of this nature totalling £94,000, that is loan
sngpense carried forward from last year and
to be cleared this year. The reduction of
our loan expenditure is covered by this
year's Loan Estimates, and although natur-
ally not nearly so great as that of the Loan
Bill it alse has an effect on the Loan Bill
When I introdueed the Budget I dealt very
fully with the financial! position, and the
diffienlties of raising money. There is no
need, therefore, for me to go over the ground
again. The difficulty exists both in London
and iz the Commonwealth. We note from
this morning’s paper that it is proposed to
raise a ten million loan within the Com-

overdraft must
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monwealth, That will not gu far amongst
30 many who stand in need of it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: 1t will help a
little,

The PREMIER: Yes, for a time. 1t has
to meet the requivements of the whole of
the States. I need not remind the House
that although this Lill authorises the rais-
ing of money, it dues not empower the Gov-
ernment to spend it, This power is given
by the Loan Estimates, which passed the
House last night. From reference to the

schedule it will be seen that no new works

are proposed. It has been possible to frans-
ler certain items, where the authovisation
was greater than was required, to other
items that were in need of funds. That
has had the effect of somewhat reducing the
amount. There is nothing to explain about
the Bill. It is the usual Loan Bill that
comes forward cvery session, exeept, as 1
pointed out, it is moch smaller this year
than in previouns years, because of the fact
that we will have sueh a large amounnt
already auntborised in past Loan Bills, but
not raised. The main sum ijs that of the
Loan Bill of last year, £4,800,000, which
has not yet been raised, although we have
the authorisation. This accounts for the
small amount provided in this vear’s Bill.
I move—

That the Bill be now read a <econd time.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [5.15]: It is true, as stated by the
Premier, that the figures in this Bill repre-
gent rather less than half the amount of
last vear’s Loan Act; hut there ix, in
addition, the accummlated authority. The
Treasurer sets ont well-armed with anthorisa-
tions to borrow. Whether he will be able
to borrow is another question, depending
on the willingness of the people to lend to
the Commonwealth Treasurer, who is the
man to raise the money. The flotation must
be done through the Federal Loan Couneil.
I regret that money has to be raised in Aus-
tralia just now. The Premier says the
amount so raised will not go far. Natur-
elly it will not, beeaunse it has to be divided
amongst the various Australisn Gevern-
ments. What I cannot nnderstand is that
whereas we have £25,000,000 to pay in Lon-
don, the Loan Counecil propose to raise lit-
tle more than snfficient to covar that inter-
est bill.
if money is borrowed in Australia to settle
the interest bill in London. Tt must be quite

A diffienlt position will be ereated
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clear to everybody that one cannot have
money to lend whilst one’s exports are pot
greater than one’s imports. To our imports
must be added our interest bill of
£23,000,000 in London. Last year Australia
sent away £144,000,000 worth of goods, and
brought in £143,000,000 worth, besides hav-
ing to pay £25,000,000 in Londen. This
vear the position will be mnch worse, be-
cause of the fall in the price of wool. I
notice that the Loan Couneil brought down
authority to borrow during this year two
amounts almost equal to the London interest
bill, but very few millions over that amount,
and certainly not sufficient to enable us to
borrow £10,000,000 in Australia. A country
in the position of the Commonwealth can-
not have money to lend. The amount raised
will be taken from indusiry, and tbe result
will not be good in this new and developing
country; in fact, it will make money dear
and scarce for the beiter work done by in-
dividuals. The money borrowed will be shorn
of its usefulness, even if it does eventually
return to private bands, sinee it moves so
slowly onee it gets into the hands of the
Treasurers—much more stowly than money
circulates in the bands of private persons.
I think the House agreed the other day that
rapidity of sale is nearly as imnportant as
sale itself. If sales ean be made guickly,
and payisents made quickly, the money can
he used over and over again, resulting in
real production of wealth. Loans become
vseful internally only because they set up
credits which the people are able to use. In
this cmse the Premier says we shail have
£10,000,000 clear. But shall we? 1 believe
vur commitments abroszd will absorb some
of this money, in addition to the money we
shall be able to raise in London if the limit
set by the Loan Couneil is to be observed.
That limit ean be varied, and I believe it
will have to be varied. Australia ought to
be the most prosperous country in the world.
There are obvious reasons why it is not as
prosperous as it should be. One of the
tronbles is that in Australia there are two

- anthorities eontrolling affaire—one authority

with a great deal of the responsibility, al-
most the whole responsibility, to the people,
and the other anthority taking a great deal
of the taxes without nndertaking the things
that mean so much in the daily lives of the
people. The Federal Government hardly
enter our daily lives. Whenever they do
render a service, as through the post office
or the telegraphs, they make a special charge
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for it. People who use the post office or
the telegraphs pay just as surely as people
who use the railways pay. The Federal Gov-
ernment collect taxes here, but cannot do
much in this eountry, because they have
neither territory por the right to develop
territory. They propose to suspend part of
the Migration Agreement, and this willbe a
serious thing for our Premier, People will
still come here from the O} Land, notwith-
standing the suspension of the Migration
Agreement. We cannot have unemployed ax-
riving here to be unemployed in this coun-
try; there must be something for them to do
when they come here. It is to be remem-
bered that under the Migration Agreement
Western Australia is to get £10,000,000. We
have had £4,400,000 of this amount, imply-
ing a considerable saving each year in inter-
est. In the 10 years it means an advantage
to the State of £3,875,000 on the expendi-
ture of £10,000,000 in development. It is
a wonderful advantage, firstly to have
£10,000,000 to spend on development work,
and secondly to receive from the British
and Commonwealth Governments £3,875,000
because of that expenditure. I am hoping

that we shall get some cheap money this’

year, notwithstanding the Federal Prime
Minister’s opinion that people ought not
to be brought to Australia. Our loan ex-
pendifure has been seriously curtailed; in-
deed, much of the money is already spent,
was in fact spent before the end of last
year. We shall be facing the expenditure
of about £2,000,000 for the rest of the year,
unless the Premier can arrange for an ex-
tension of the overdraft in London. We
have spent loan money, although we have
not borrowed as we usnally do on the Lon-
don market. Nevertheless, we have bor-
rowed. We have not issued bonds to the
public for mpney, but we have pledged
our credit at the banks and elsewhere.

““The colonel’s lady
And Judy O’Grady
Are sisters under their skins

It makes no difference at all whether we
raise money by overdraft or by bonds. Last
year we expended about £4,300,000. We
have been able to borrow temporarily from
the Commonwealth Government, who by
reason of their banking facilities ought to be
able to lend the State Government money
temporarily as they have done. Our over-
draft in London cannot be much less than
a couple of millions now. I dare say we
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shall be able to continue to overdraw in Lon-
don against the time when we shall be able
to float a lean. In that case the Premier
will probably have for the whole year the
amount allotted.

The Premier: It is important how long
the position in London as regards borrow-
ing will last.

Hon Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Pre-
mier knows 1 regard the position as hav-
ing been created not by inability of Lon-
don to lend, but by inability of London to
lend in & way that is suitable for the im-
ports of Australia. The people in the Old
Land know full well that our imports from
America will be mueh greater than cur ex-
ports to Ameriea, and that money will have
to be paid by vs for the difference, Britain
is not likely to say to us, **You can have
twenty or thirty millions to pay to Ameri-
ea.”” The refusal will be not on the ground
that the money would go to America, but
on the gronnd that it is impeossible for
Britain to lend under such conditions, Be-
fore the war Britain drew money from
America—abont £30,000,000 annually, Now
she pays Ameriea £30,000,000 in interest
annually. This alters the position to the
extent of £60,000,000, and creates the dif-
ficnlty in whichk Australia finds herself.
Clearly, that is the position. It is a pity
that it is so, but it probably will lead to
good, as I believe we shall before long ar-
range with Brifain to take a great deal
more of her requirements in the way of
food and raw materials from Ausiralia,
exchanging Australian trade for hers. That
seems to me entirely right; the idea is one
that ought to be encouraged. If we ecould
be perfeetly certain of supplying Britain
with some of the foodstuffs and raw mater-
ials that she imports, she could lend us the
money that we must have, not from within,
but from without, for the development of
our vast undeveloped territory. It must be
quite clear to all of us that if Western
Anustralia is to be developed, it will be
done not by the aid of rich men but by
the aid of poor men, The necessary funds
for working on long-term credit will not
be found by any financial institution, but
must be found by the State. I hope the
Government will be able to keep employed
all the people who should be employed as
a result of the expenditure of these lean
moneys. That will mean limiting our pur-
chases so far as we can in connection with
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that class of werk. Naturally, there must
be some amount spent on material, I do
not object at all to the passing of the Bill,
which really provides that the Treasurer
may raise the money required to carry out
the works Parliament has authorised. That
is inevitable, and has always been done.
The House naiurally expects that wlat is
sgreed to shall be carried ount,

Question put and passed.
Biil read a second time.

In Commitlee.

Mr. L.ambert in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

Clanses 1 to 6—agreed to.

Firgt Schedule.

Mr. BROWN: I should like to ask
the Minister for Railways whether the Pin-
gelly railway station is included in this.

The Premier: We do not put even an
important country railway station in the
prospectus of a Loan Bill.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
hon. member should have raizsed the ques-
tion on the Loan Estimates. This is only
giving to the Treasurer authority to raise
a loan.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But the hon.
member eould move to cut out the whole
item.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: He
eould, that is true. As a matter of faet,
the work promised at Pingelly is going to
be done in dme course, provided our finan-
cial proposals are carried out.

Schedule put and passed.
Second and Third Schedules—agreed to.

Preamble, Title—agred to.

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL~-PUBLIC SERVICE APPEAL
BOARD ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—Bonl-
der) [5.35] in moving the second resding
said: There are no iwmportent amendments
in this smell Bill. The few provided are
found to be necessary as the result of the
operations of the Act during the past eight
or nine years. I do not think there is any-
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thing to which the Hounse will object. It is
provided that the permanent officers of the
Forests Departments employed in the field,
not in the office, will have the right to go to
the appeal board. They have not that
right at present. They had it prior to the
passing of the Forests Act in 1919, but
that Aect placed them under the control
of the Conservator of Forests and so they
were exempt fron the Pnblic Service Act.
Sinee then they have unot had any right of
appeal, and it is only fair that they should
have, like the rest of the permanent publia
serviee officers.

Hon. G. Taylor: Do they eomplain?

The PREMIER : They want the right, the
same as the rest of the public service. It
may be that very few of them would go to
the appeal board, but it is only fair they
should have the right te do so. It is also
proposed to allow some alteration in the per-
sonnel of the appeal board itself. At pre-
set the hoard is composed of three members,
a judge of the Supreme Court, a represen-
tative of the Government, and & representa-
tive of the public service. In the publie ser-

"vice there are three divisions, the adminis-

trative, the professional and the clericel and
genersl; and it is propesed that when there
is being heard an appeal from an officer of
the administrative division the service will
be allowed to elect to the appeal board an
officer from that division. So, 100, when ap-
peals are being heard from the professional
divisien, an officer from that division will
have 2 seat on the board; and the =ame
privilege will be enjoyed by the clerical and
general division, The system should result
in better working, for the board through its
additional temyporary member will have a ful-
ler knowledge of the division. There can be
no objection to that change. In Clause 4
there are some amendments consequential on
the first Amendwent, the permitting of per-
manent field officers of the Forests Depart-
ment to go to the hoard. Again, in the
past when an office in the public service be-
comes vacant the Public Service Commis-
sioner eould reclassify that office before fill-
ing it. From that individual classification,
as conirasted to the general classification,
which takes place periodically, there was no
right of appeal fo the appeal board. I think
the whole principle of an appeal board is
that any officer aggrieved respecting his
classification should bave the right to go to
the board. So if, following a general reclas-
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sification, every member of the public service
has the right to go to the appeal board, there
can be no reason why, if the Commissioner re-
classifies a single office, there should not also
be a right of appeal from that reclessifica-
tion. Provision is made for such an appeal.
Also the Bill provides that appeals must be
made through either the Civil Service As-
sociation or the Teachers’ Union, the only
two organisations affected. At present
an individual officer may appeal direct to
fhe appeal board, but the Bill provides that
the appeal must be made through the as-
sociation or union concerned. It is also pro-
posed to adopt the practice of the Arbitra-
tion Court of permitting either side to speak
to the minutes of a decision of the Appeal
Board. That, of eourse, is only in respect
of anomalies or inconsistencies in the de-
eision it would not be permitted to argue the
whole case over again and contend that the
decision was wrong and ought to be reversed.
The object is to avoid anomalies in a decision
resulting from a want of intimate technieal
knowledge of the public service, There may
be anomalies or ineonsistencies in a deeision,
a3 sometimes oceurs in an award of the Ar-
bitration Court, in which event either side
will be permitted to address the appeal board
on those anomalies.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: It will mean
adding to the work of the board.

The PREMIER: I do not think so. It
has been found very useful in the work of
the Arbitration Court.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The Arbitration
Court is always a long way behind in its
work.

The PREMIER: Not now; at present it
is pretty well right up to date with its work.
After all, there would not be wmany anoma-
lies or inconsisteneies in a decision of the
appeal board, so I do not think this inno-
vation would entail very much work on the
board or take up much of its time. The
Appeal Board Act of 1920 contains a section
imposing penalties upon officers taking part
in & strike. Reaily, the Appeal Board Act
was pot the place for such a section; it
should have been in the Public Service Act.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Tt really does
not matter where it appears.

The PREMIER : No, but it is really not
relevant to the snbjeet matter of the Appeal
Board Act. Howaever, that does not matter;
it is there and the penalty mvolves the for-
feitnre of all public service rights ineluding
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superannuation. That penalty is amended
and reduced. The union may now be tined
und the individual or individuals may also
be fined. Lt is a very serious siep to take
for members of the public service to go on
strike, but having done so, many of them,
as in the case of others who strike, are
innoeent men led into it. It is a pretty
drastic penalty to take away all their rights,
inctuding superannuation. it may be argued
that the penalty, being severe, would act as
a deterreant.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Why make the
penalty so high now?

The PREMIER: It is £100 for the union
und £10 for the individual. I think it is a
fairly stif penalty for a comparatively
small organisation. Those are the main fea-
tures of the Bill I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon Sir James Mitcheli,
debate adjourned.

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.
Council’s Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council now
considered; Mr. Lambert in the Chair; Mr.
Sampson in charge of the Bill,

Clause 2.—Insert at the end of the pro-
viso the following words:—"“Unless such
holding is used for agrieultural or pastoral
purposed.”

Mr. SANPSON: 1 move—
That the amendraent be not agreed to.

The Bill as it went to another place pro-
vided that no vermin rate should be assessed
or be deemed to be imposed or payable for
the financial year commencing on the 1st
July, 1930, and for any subsequent finanecial
Year in respect of any helding owned by or
on behalf of any religions body, or ezx-
clusively used for the purpose of a public
hospital, benevolent asylum, orphanage, or
for other charitable purposes. Another
place proposes to add the words “unless
such holding is used for agricultural or
pastoral purposes.” If the addition is
made the wusefulness of the proposed
amendment will he destroyed. Further, I
submit that unless the land is so nsed, it
will become more subjeet to the vermin
evil. 1If it is used as the Bill proposes,
vermin cannot multiply to the same extent.
When we were considering the second read-
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ing of the Bili I drew attention to the
exemption from the ineidence of taxation of
lands owned and used by charitable, relig-
ious and educational institutions. With the
permission of the Committee, I should like
to submit & statement showing the position
of a number of the institutions in respeet
of the land held and the vermin tax paid or
payable by them > ;

Chureh of England: The land taxed, and on
which the Chureh of England trustees pay the
vermin tax, incluzdes the Swan Boys' Orphan-
age ond the block held for a Girls’ Home. The
annual tax paid is about £13.

The Swan Bovs’ Orphanage i indebled to
the trustees to the oxtent of about £700—the
income available for this institution is not
sufficient to meet the ordinary expenses, and
the strictest supervision of aceownts is always
exercised.  Although the annual vermin tax
may not appear a large sum, it is a charge
which increases the annual defieiency.

Farming operations are carried omt at the
home, and a Iarge quantity of vegetables and
the like is produced and consumed at the home,
No trading operations are carried on in this
conneetion, that is to say, the produce is not
sold to the publie.

Salvation Armv: The Seaforth Jlomes at
Gosnells are eligible for taxation, but the as-
sesament of this property is only new reeeivine
attention

The land has been valued, and the authori-
ties are exmreting their assessment mnotice,
which will he retrospective as from 1926. The
tax will prohably be ahout the snme as that
raid by the Chureh of Enrland, * The Seaforth
Hoeme is not zelf-supporfing. and the Salva-
tion Army Funds provide the large aunual
deficieney of ahout £1.000,

Fairthridee Sehonl Farm: The property i3
taxable under the Act, a8 it eomnrizea over 160
acres of land. No tax has been levied vet, but
the Commissioner mav assess the property as
from 1976, On account of the size of the farm
{over 3,000 acrca) the tnx shonld be more than
on the previensly mentioned prenerties. This
sthool is a training centre for children, and
eannot in any way be regarded as a trading
confern, .

Roman Cathnlies: The varions properties
whith are taxahle are as follows:—318 acres
of 1and near the Home of Good Shenherd, the
Little Siatera of the Poor. and the nther homes
at Leederville, The only ponrpose for which
this land is heing wsed at wresent is for the
grazing of eattle from the homes in the vicin-
ity of AMonger’s Lake.

Swan Loeatinns 279 and 314, eontaining 224
aeres, on the Canning River, has been held
until recently by the Archibichap. and has now
been transferred to the Christian Brothers,
who intend buildine a Bovs’ College on the
land in the near foture—the plans have heen
prepared

Beagle Bay Mission, containing 10,600 acreg,
which is econducted by a Brotherhood as a mis-
gion for natives, has been taxed. There is
practically no revenmue from the miasion, hut
& Government sobsidy is given. The finaneial
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positivn of the boue is bud, as the coudnunity
which contrnl~ the honwe is a4 poor one.

Clontart Urphannge nud  the Castledare
ITome om the Cunniug River, are both taxable,
Lut no aseessmicuts haa yeo been mude.  The
forwer iy coandueted ay an Orplanuge tor buys
ang the latter ns o home for wmentally Jefieient
buys, Farmipng oprrations are enrried out, and
the produce grown is used for homie consnmp-
tivp.  The Cluistiin Brothers control these
homes

The Tardum l'arm is being worked in con-
Junction with Clonfarf Orphonage as a train-
ing school for the orphnns when they are old
cnough to leave Clontarf, This farm has been
taxed, The farm is not yet seif-supporting,
and has been finrneed by neorunitter.  Should
any profits he made they will be applied to
wards the funids of Clontart,

New Noreia peoportivs are tanable.  The
properties inclade i relwnl for boys, one ior
girls, and a native school.  Farming opera-
tions are ¢asried on Ly the Community. and
the profits made are applied fowards the native
missions at Mopgumber and in the North-West,
but not Beagle Bay Mission, as this one is con-
ducted by a separate Brotherhood.

Parkerville Homes: These homes for orphans
at Parkerville are eligible tp be taxed, but so
far the Commissioner has not levied a charge.
The homes are greatly dependent upon the
support of the ¢haritable publie, as the efforta
made towards farming cannot preduee suffi-
citent for home requirements. The financial
position of the homea causes a great deal of
coneern to those in control, and here again the
imposition of fhis tax will ereate further hard-
ship.

All of the orphanages mentioned take chil-
dren who are committed to the care of the
State through the Children’s Court. The Gov-
ernment allow 8s. or 9s. per weck for children
50 committed. The cost of maintaining ihe
children in accordames with the requirements
of the Government is probably 1%s. to 14s, per
week. It ia therefore evident that any addi-
tionul charse wade to these homes ereates fnr-
ther hardship on the religious and charitable
bodies who control them. Tt iy only by the
splendid help the publie give to these institu-
tions that thex are able to comtinue the good
work they are doing.

1 did not furnish these particulars to the
Chamber on second reading beeause I felt
that the prineiple of exempting such insti-
tutions from tazation was so generally ae-
cepted that to pgive the particulars would
involve taking up time unnecessarily. I
10w regret not having given them at am
earlier stage.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

Resolution reported, and the report
adopted: and on motion by Mr, Sampson
a eommittee, consisting of Mr. Clvdesdale,
Mr. North, and the mover, drew wp reasons
for nof agreeing to the Council's amend-
ment. 7
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Reasons adopted, and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Council.

Siting suspended from G.15 to 7.30 p.m.

BILL—SANDALWOOD,
Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hou. P. Collier—
Boulder) [7.30] in moving the seeond
reading said: This small Bill has been
found necessary because of the rather
diflicult and eritical position that bhas
been reached by the sandalwood trade. It
is known that for many years Western Aus-
tralin has exported coosiderable quantities
of sandalwood to China but until 1924 the
State received very little direct benefif from
the trade, which fluetnated considerably from
year to year. Prior to the introduetion of
the regulations in November, 1923, to con-
trol the pulling of sandalwood on Crown
lands, the annual exports of the wood ranged
from 3,000 to 14,000 tons per annum, and
the trade was characterised by a series of
short boom periods and long slumps. Dur-
ing the boom periods the pullers received
high wages, but during the slumps they were
forced to sell at very low figures, which gave
them a poor return for their labour. Up
to 1920 the royalty was only 5s. per ton,
but from 1920 to 1922 it was £2 per ton,
TUnder the regulations issued in 1923 a sys-
tem of lieensing merchants handling wood
from Crown lands was introduced, and the
maximum output from Crown lands was
fixed at 6,000 tons per anoum. The licenses
granted to the licensees provided that the
gotter was to wet €36 per ton on rails at
Fremantle, and should receive prompt pay-
ment for his wood. The Government received
a royalty of £9 per ton, which resulted in an
annual revenue to the State sinee then of
from £40,000 to £50,000. As a result of the
restrictions imposed upon the industry re-
garding the quantity of sandalwood to be
pulled from the Crown lands of the State,
the attention of all parties interested in the
trade was directed in 1923 to the possibility
of increasing their quota or obtaining sup-
plies outside the ¢ontrol of the Government.
What happened is pretty well known to
hon. members, but I shall review the history
of the trade as briefly as I ean in order to
show the need for the Bill at this juncture,
The appreciable success which attended those
efforts is diselosed by the retorns. I am re-
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ferring to those obtained by people, apart
from the licensees, who were solely engaged
in getting sandalwood from private lands.

Hon. G. Taylor: It developed into a good
‘business.

The PREMIER: Yes. In order to show
bow their activities have been fairly sue-
cessful, I may mention that in 1924 there
were 2418 tons pulled from private pro-
perty, and in 1925 the quantity had inereased
to 4,926 tons. In 1926, 1,728 tons were
pulled from private property, but in the two
suceeeding years the quantity fell consider-
abiy, In 1927, 559 tons were pulled from
private property, and in 1928, 826 tons. That
falling-off was due to the fact that in those
Years, these people transferred their activ-
ities to South Australia. It was discovered
at that stage that sandalwood was also to
be obtained in the neighbouring State, and
the men principally engaged here in pulling
the timber on private property, devoted their
attention to South Australia.

Hon. G. Taylor: Where the royalty was
very low,

The PREMIER: Yes. I will deal with
that phase directly, In 1029 the quantity
pulled on private property aggregated 1,299
tons. This is where an important aspect
comes in and a diffieulty arises. There was
no sandalwood puiled in South Australia,
so far as we know, until 1927 when about a
hundred tons were obtained. In 1928 the
output rose to 328 tons, and in 1929—that is,
for the financial year—to 2,441 tons. Hon,
members will realise that insofar as South
Australia has come into the business and
increased its output, so it hos been detri-
mental to the trade in \Western Australia,
because it bas always been recognised gene-
rally that the market in China eannot ab-
sorb more than between 6,000 and 7,000 tons
per year. IMowever, Sonth Australia came
into the trade this year to the extent of
2,411 tons from private property and 2,276
tons from Crown lands, making a total of
over 4,700 tons from that State. It will
be seen, therefore, that we were threatened
with being pushed out of the business alto-
gether. The inducements that were present
for these people to start operations in Sonth
Australia are to be fonnd in the fact that
in the first year they paid as royalty 10s. per
ton only as against a royalty received in this
State of £9 per ton. Moreover, they seenred
the sole right to take that timber for one
year at that rate. Of course we made rep-
resentations immediately to the Sonth Anps-
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tralian Government and advised them of our
position, of what we were obtaining, and of
what they might secure as well As a re-
sult, the position was altered after the first
year. It will be seen from the figures 1
have quoted regarding the position in West-
ern Australia from 1924 to 1926, that large
quantities of sandalwood were obtained
nominally from private property, but we
know that a large proportion of it was pil-
fered from Crown land. In 1926 we bad
fo tighten up the control over these private
getters and appointed many inspectors, ab
congiderable cost, to patrol both Crown lands
and private property to prevent the wood
being taken from Crown lands. I have
already mentioned that at the outset a
royalty of 10s. per ton wes paid in South
Australia. Since 1927 we have discussed the
matter with the South Australian Govern-
ment. At our request, the South Australian
Minister controlling forest matters visited
Western Australia, and I discussed the whole
question with him. Last year our Conser-
vator of Forests and one of the Ministers
went to South Australia and again took up
the matter with the Government there. That
was done to see whether we could not come
to some arrangement in the interests of
both States and both Governments. As a
result we have arrived at an arrangement,
and the basis of it is that there shall be ap-
proximately 2,600 tons taken from Crown
lands in South Australia and 5,000 tons from
Crown lands in Western Australia.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is 7,500 toos alto-
gether,

The PREMIER: Yes. The royalty in
South Australia is now £9 10s, per ton, or
10s. per ton more than our royalty. The
Government there called for tenders and
that was the tender they obtained. At the
beginning of this year, it became obvious
that it wounld be impossible to stabilise the
sandalwood market by limiting the output
from Crown lands only. We could not ex-
peet that the market in China eould be held
if our control was restricted to Crown lands
only. The supplies available on private pro-
perty in both Western Australia and Sounth
Australia were greatly under-estimated, and
the difficult position of the industry to-day
is principally due to the 4,000 tons obtained
from private property doring the last 12
months. It was not thought in Sonth Aus-
tralia, nor yet in Western Australia, that
there was anything like the quantity of
sandalwood on private property that results
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during the last two or three years have
shown there is,
Mr. Mann: Being sold from there?

The PREMIER: Yes. It was said that
much of the wood came from areas along the
trans-Australian railway, and also that it
had come from Hampton Plains, but it is
most difficult to catch these pecple. We
would require an army of inspectors to do
80, but from tracks and other indications,
we know that a lot of the sandalwood has
come from Crown land. It was evident that
present prices could not be maintained unless
there was some drastic restrietion placed
upon the output, and to meet that situation
arrangements were made on the lst August
this year between the Glovernment and the
South Australian Government. From the
standpoint of Western Australia, that agree-
ment provides that for the six months from
the 1st August, 1929, the pulling of sandal-
wood from all sources, ineluding Crowp
lands and other lands under departmental
eontrol, as well as from private property,
shall be restricted to a total quantity not
exceeding the balance of the 12 months’
guota of 4,935 tons not pulled from Crown
lands or other lands under departmental con-
trol prior to the 31st July, 1929. That
means that our share of the trade in eon-
Jjunction with South Australis for this year
will be practically 5,000 tons, and as some
portion of the year has gone, the totul
amount allowed in the agreement was re-
duced to the figure I have mentioned. [Len
for the 12 months from the lst February,
1930, when the sandalwood year com-
mences——

Hon. G. Taylor: That is when the new
contracts come in.

The PREMIER: Yes. From the 1st Feb-
raary next the pulling of sandalwood in
Western Australia from all sources shall be
restricted to a total guantity not to exceed
3,935 tons, being 1,000 tons less than the
year's quota of 4,935 tons. TUnder the
agreement with South Australia, we cannot
market next year from all sources more
than 3,935 tons. Hon. members will see
that that is a great falling-off compared with
the 7,000 tons pulled four or five years agu,
before South Australia came into the trade,
or before the pulling of sandalwood on pri-
vate property became so active. Then the
sgreement, as it affects South Australia,
provides that for the six months from the
Ist August the pulling of sandalwood in
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that State from all sources, ineluding Crown
lands, land under the eontrol of the depart-
ment and private property, shall bhe re-
stricted to a total guantity not to exeeed
2,900 tons not pulled from Crown l!ands or
other lands under departmental control nrior
to .the 3lst July, 1929. It also provides
that for the 12 months from the 1st Febru-
ary, 1930, the pulling of sandalwood from
all sources in South Australia shall he ve-
stricted to a toial guaniity not exceeding
2,700 tons. We leave it to the South Aus
tralian Government to decide for themselves
what steps they will take to control npera-
tions on private property in that State. In
accepting these quantities, the South Aus-
tralian Government gave us to understand
that after next year they will expect to go

fifty-fifty with us in the output of sandal-

wood from Australia. Then this is rather
serious for the State: quite recently sandal-
wood, certainly of an inferior quality, has
heen diseovered in Queensland.

Hon. G. Taylor: But that is not of a very
vood quality.

The PREMIER: No. Neither is the san-
dalwood in South Australia as good as ours,
Ybut the Chinese are prepared to take any
inferior wood in order to break down the
control established in this State, and the
private property wood they ere getting at
a cheaper rate is being mixed with the in-
ferior sandalwood from South Austrelia and
Queensland. So it will be seen that Queens-
land may also beeome troublesome in the
very near future. At the present time the
only serious accumulation of excess stocks
on the market is held by the sandalwood
licensees at Fremantle. Those stocks amonnt
to approximately 7,000 fons, and £175,000
has already been paid out against those
stocks. On that amount, of course, interest
is being paid by those who bought the stocks.

Hon. G. Taylor: Then there is insurance.

The PREMIER: Yes, in addition to the
interest. Whilst those licensees within the
control of the Government have been hold-
ing the market in China, other people, prin-
cipally the private properfy owners in
‘Western Australia, have been reaping the
benefit and getting away shipments when
none could be sent by licensees from
Fremantle. If the restriction on the
output is not generally enforeced thero
is a possibility that the owners of those
stocks may not be able to hold them,
and so the market will ecollapse, in
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which event there will be no sale for any
sandalwood. The purpose of the Bill is te
require the private properfy owner who has
sandalwood on his land to share in the re-
strictions that make possible the sale of
the wood. The Bill proposes to bring the
owner of private property on which there
is sandalwood under control and restriction,
as has been done regarding the output from
Crown lands.

Hon. . Taylor: Have you decided upon
any proportion?

The PREMIER: Yes. During the years
1924 to 1927 the whole of the private pro-
perty wood was handled by the firms holding
licenses to obtain wood from Crown lands.
Sinee that date the other parties have had
no interest in stabilising the market. They
are just out for quick profits while the price
is high, and they quit the business 'if
the market collapses.

Mr. Teesdale: With no stocks on hand.

The PREMIER: With no stocks on hand.
They have become so bad that we have intro-
duced drastic regulations with a view to rte-
stricting them. We have not allowed their
wood to be marketed or trucked until in-
spected by an officer of the Forests Depart-
ment, and we charge them a fee for the ser-
vice. We have tried to control them as much
as possible by regulation, but the power is
not sufficient. They have n great advantage
over the licensees, becausg they are paying
very low prices to the farmer. As a rule
they do not pay so imuch a ton, but make &
deal with the farmer by saying they have
been over his property and are prepared to
pay him a lump sum of £5 or £10 for the
whole of the sandalwoed on his property.
The farmer, not having been very much in-
terested in sandalwoed, and not knowing tho
value of his wood, accepts the eash offered
him, which represents perhaps only 10s. per
ton. Then again, much of this private pull-
ing is done by cheap foreign labour. We
know that, because we have prosecuted a
number of them for pulling from Crown
lands. In every case it is the foreigner who
is prosecuted and has {0 pay a fine. Then
he gets the sack and goes out, but anothar
foreigner comes in and takes the risk, white
the men in the business are taking no risk
at all. That is the position, and if it i3
allowed to continue the only people {0 bene-
fit will be the Chinese, while those who will
suffer, apart from the licensees, will be ahout
400 prospectors and sandalwood getters on
the goldfields. They will be thrown out of
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work, because the market rates will drop
down to what they were before; and ir any
case, whether or not the market eollapses,
so long as so much private-property wood is
going to China, and our Crown land wood,
for which high prices are paid, is remaining
in stock, or will not be pulled, the pros-
pectors and getters will be out of work while
the foreigners pulling on private property
will be employed. 1t is proposed that the
Bill shall continue in aperation until Decem-
ber, 1932, or a little over two years, after
whirh the position can he reviewed. It
will not cither direetly or indirectly inter-
fere with an owner’s property in sandalwood,
g0 there can be no question of confiseation
nor of private property rizhts. The private
property owners are getting the henefit of
the limitation of supplie<, and it is only fair
that they should stand in with the Govern-
ment, otherwise the market will be Jlost,
Then, ftoo, the knowledge that both the
Crown lands and private-property sandal-
wood in this State can be controlled will he
a big factor later on in our arriving at fav-
ourable terms in any negotiations with South
Australia or Queensland, should we redcit
that stage. At the beginning of each year
we fix the total quantity of sandalwood that
ean he pulled for that vear, and which the
market ean ahsorb. That is, of course, hev-
ing regard to requirements and stock. We
do that in consultation with the South Aus-
tralian Government. Under the Bill the
figure will be fixed and will be gazetted, and
of that fizure—whatever it may be—say
5,000, or 6,000 tons from the two States, the
Bill proposes that not more than 10 per a~nf.
shall be set aside for sandalwood from pri-
vate property.

Hon. G. Taylor: Does that apply to us
alone?

The PREMIER: Yes. South Awustralia
will please itself what it does. Tt does not
affect us, because we have an agreemcnt with
South Australia as to the total quantity t
come [rom that State, and so we are not con-
cerned as to whether it comes from Crown
Iands or from private lands. Under the Bill,
too, the private property owners will he re-
quired to make application to the Forests
Department, and will be issned a license
to pull and dispose of their wood. It is pvo-
vided also that the granting of those li-eages
ghall be in order of priority of applieation.
But should the application be in excess of
the 10 per cent., the quantity allowed, the
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allocation will then be made by the Mirsier

In charge of the department.

Hon. G. Taylor: Do you contemolats
giving the applicants a certain propurtion
each?

The PREMIER: That will be the idea.
with a view to spreading it over as faisly as
can be, in the order of priority. It weuld
not do if one applicant, say the Midlena
Company or the Hampton Plains Company,
were {o apply for the whole of the 10 prv
vent,; it would not he fair to grant that
application and exelude all others. How-
ever, the quantity to be allocated will be de-
termined Ly the Minister. Those are the
main features of the Bill, and I hope it will
receive the approval of Parliament. It may
be argued in some quarters that Parliament
bas no right to say to any person owning
private property that he shall not dispose of
his wood when and how and in what guan-
tity he pleascs. But it is iu the interests of
all concerned—the 40 men engaged in the
industry on tke goldfields and those who have
Jlavee ~iocks on hand which have been paid
for. Same of those stocks have been lying
there for years, were there when I came info
office five years ago. The interest burden on
the money paid for that wood must be enor-
mous; so muech so that nearly all the traders
who have licenses have serious diffienlty in
carrying on. They cannot keep on buying
wood, paying £16 per ton for it, and paying
the Government £9 per ton for it, and seeing
it stocked in Fremantle while other wood
from private land is being shipped in ~on-
siderable guantities.

Mr. Teesdale: Will the Bill enable you to
control shipment of the wood?

The PREMIER: It gives us control

My, Teesdale: Of the shipping?

The PREMIER: Well it will be an offence
to pull the woml. Tor that the pullers ean be
proseruted and fined. So if they cannot pull
the wood they canmot ship it. But spart
from the shipping of it, they eanunot pull
wood without a license, and bolding a license
they eannot pull more than the quantity alle-
cated te them.

Hon. G. Taylor: If they did you coald
confiscate the wood?

The PREMIER: We do confiscate a fair
quantity of wood now, when it purports to
come from private land and we ean prove
that it has come from Crown land. In those
circumstances, in addition to the offenders
being prosecuted and fined, the wood is eon-
fiscated. Sometimes they are paid a little
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if they pat up o deserving case, but nnless
contrel is exercised over the wood pow he-
ing pulied from private property, it seems
to me the market will collapse. Without
tha control that has been exercised in recent
years, the price would fall, the benefit would
‘go to the Chipese, and everyone else wounld
suffer. The Chinese know the position just
as well as we do, and they give every en-
coucagement to those men apd to one man
in particular. There is one man who is
doing most of the private wood pulling in
this State. The member for Mt. Margaret
knows him well. He it was that went to
South Australia, and though be was only
a getter here a few years ago, he made a
lot of money in South Australin in the first
12 months. There he was paying a royalty
of only 10s. per ton, whereas we were trying
to compete with him on the basis of £9
royalty. He sold every ton of wood he could
get and did well out of it. Somth Australia
refused to allow him to carry on after the
tirst year, and he returned to this State and
is now operating here. The Chinese know
the position perfectly well and are encourag-
ing that man. They are taking a class of
sandalwood that they would not take before.
We were surprised to find such a consider-
able guantity of sandalwood coming down
from Hampton Plains, because that country
ias heen cut over ever sinee the goldfields
were discovered, but we found that the man
was pieking up the dried and broken limba
and scraps and everything else that eould
be ealled sandalwood, which the Chinese
would not take previously but which they
ere taking now with the objeet of breaking
down the control and seeuring the wood at
a lower price. I have explained the pur-
port of the Bill, and T think it is in the
interests nf evervone concernmed that the
measure shounld be passed. T move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON., STR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [8.2]: T doubt whether the Chinese
market wonld now he in a position to take
6,000 tons of wood if we had not restricted
the pulling to that anantity when Western
Australia waa the source of supnlv. Now
we have not only this State but Sonth Ans-
tralia eaming on the scene with & eonsider-
able quantity of wood. We do not want to
go back to the time when we eot 53 per
ton revalty on sandalwond: neither do we
want to ro hack to the time when we eot £2
rovalte. and when all the cnfter eot was a
rlear £5 per ton. The eniter received £11
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a ton at Fremanile, and from it had to be
dedaeted a royalty of £2, an average freight
of £2, and about another £2 a ton fo get
the wood to the siding, so that be setunally
netted £5 for his wood, Under the arrange-
ment that has applied since 1923, the cutier
has received £16 at Fremantle and so he is
now paid £12 for the work of pulling the
wood as against the £3 he received pre-
viously. It is very much better for the
cutter to sell five tons of wood at £12 a ton
than 12 tons of wood at £5 a ton. We
can at least ensure the men getting as much
money as they made under the old system.
The State has received an amount approach-
ing £300,000 by way of royalty during the
last six years.

The Premier: Hardly that much.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Cer-
tainly the Treasury and the cutters have
received half a million between them, and
I am safe in saying that the Treasury has
had £250,000. That is more than either
received before, and it represents something
we have dove for the getter. TUnless we
make some drastic move, the Treasury must
lose & certain amount of royalty and the
zetter must alto lose his price. Sandalwoeod
on private land was not worth pulling until
we made the arrangement in 1923, We have
made a price for the wood, and we have
a perfeet richt to control the ontput of wood
from privatelv-owned land. We shall not
do anyone a scrap of barm by passing this
measure. It is unusual to say to & man
thet he shall not pull the wood on his own
praperty exeept in onr way. but wnless we
do that, the price of wood will revert to what
it was in 1921-22 and will not be worth the
retting. So the owner of wood on private
land will not lose; in faet he is paining a
great deal now, and he would lose what he
i= now gettine hut for the passing of the
Act. TRestriction may delay the sale of his
waod for a time, bot T have no hesitation at
all in saying that owners should put wp
with that. T have no hesitation in stinulat-
ing by law that they must pat un with it.

The Premier: Thev will get n better price
for their wood. A smaller noantitv of wond
will give them as much monev sas n larger
naantity cave rnder the old eomditions.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
no hesifation in taking neresssrv steps to
preserve to the peonle of this State the £25
per ton we are gettine for the wood. The
cetter has to bhe considered and so has the
Treasury. Tnstead of £11 a ton, we are now
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getting £25, and it is Fery nice to receive
£150,000 from 6,000 tons, as agsinst the
£66,000 we received before the arrangement
was made. There was objection to the old
arrangement and I suppose there will be
objection to this arrangement. While ome
does not like to disturb any private arrange-
ment that has been made, no private ar-
rangement could command & reasonable
price if tle whole of the wood in Australia
were sold under other than restricted con-
ditions. It iz something to have been able
to induce South Australia to join with this
State in restricting the output. The result
to South Australia is that she is getting
£9 10s, a fon royalty as against 10s. per
tor which she was willing to take in the
first year.

The Premier: She gets £20,000 a year in
royally now.

Hon. 8Sir JAMES MITUCUELL: Yes,
whereas she received only a few thousand
pounds in the first year. I bave no doubt
that someone will be injured and someone
will make a fuss about our legislation. We
shall be told that it is drastic and that we
have no right to pass it. T have no doubt
at all that a great deal of the wood sold
as wood froma private property has been
taken from Crown land. T eannot see why
the State should have to pay a number of
inspectors to ride ahout the country and
watch people who are taking the wood.

Hon. G. Taylor: Even so, they eannot
police it effectively.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of course
not, Until the royalty paid for wood on
privately-owned land is the same as the
royalty for wood on Crown land, there will
alway be an incentive for people to take
the wood from Crown land. I suppose when
they pull from privately-owned land they
do pay some royalty. They pretend that
the wood comes from the privately-owned
land over which they have a right to ecut,
but T suppose they have to pay the owner
something by way of royalty.

The Premier: They generally give the
owner & lump sum of £5 or £10 to cut over
his land. Usually they are not on a ton-
nage basis at all, but have the right to cut
gver all the land.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: A man
who sells wood under those conditions must
be very foolish,

The Premier: But his property might be
adjoining Crown land and he might have
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ne wood at all, or only a tree or two.
The men give bim £10 to go through his
land and they pull the wood from Crowa
land through his land. We cannot get a
conviction unless we cateh them pulling on
Crown land. If they are caught on the
private land, although the track to the
Crown land is elear, we cannot get & con-
viction.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Is that
g0t

The Premier: As a matter of fact, some
owners of land paid in that way have mo
sandaiwood at all on their property. The
men <imply go through their property and
that is all.

Hou. G. Taylor: Some of them have just
a few stumps left. ]

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Under
this ‘measure we shall have the right to
ship 5,000 tons this year. That is a larger
quantity than I thought South Australia
would agree to, and no one can complain
about it, Ten per cent. of the quantity
may be taken from privately-owned land.
1 suppose there will be very few people
pulling on privately-owned land, and no one
will be hurt by the proposal.

The Premier: That will be about 3500
tons.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Unless
we give the power sought under this Bill,
sandalwood will not realise £25 per ton, but
will recede to the old rate, and at the old
rate it will not be worth cutting. I hape
the House will agree to the propesal. For
the first time in the history of the State,
we protected the getter of the wood as well
as the Government under the 1923 arrange-
ment. A good deal of trouble was caused
when we made the arrangement, but there
te no need to go back over the old argm-
ments. 1 intend to help the Premier to
do what I believe is in the best interests
of the State and absolntely necessary for
the proteetion of the sandalwood getter and
the revenue of the State. It is in the in-
terests of the people so far as they are in-
terested in sandalwood that this Bill should
be passed into law. '

Mr. Teesdale: Hear, hear!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Conse-
quently, I hope the House will approve of
it and that it will become law as soon as
possible.
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MR, CHESSON (Cue) [8.13]: I support
the second reading of the Bill. When we
restricted the output of sandalwood some
years ngo, I realised that it was in the
best interests of the State to do so. By that
[egislation not only did the Government re-
eeive a decent royalty, but the puller ob-
tained £16 per ton for the wood. The re-
sult was that some of the benefit was
shared by prospectors, because men out on
the fields were given an opportunity to par-
ticipate. I hope that this legislation will
be passed. Although Sounth Australia has
entered the market, if Western Australia
can place 5,000 tons during 1950-31, it will
be a good thing for the State. I hope there
will be no reduction in the quantity of
wood allocated to prospectors, because by
their cperations they are serving in a dual
capacity, They pull sandalwood in order
that it might assist them to continue their
prospecting, and their work might easily
wmean the opening up of a big fleld. Conse-
quently, we ought to encourage them in
every possible way. I am quite sure that
& great deal of wood that is actually pulled
on Crown lands is 30ld as having come from
private lands, and the Government are
therefore done out of the royalty. The
method of restrieting wood palling on
Crown lands to 10 per cent. of the total
output is a good thing. Of what use was
sandalwood to these people before the Gov-
ernment stepped in, and restricted the
smount that was exported? At that time
it was not worth £2 a ton to them. Now the
price is up to £25 a ton. The Government
also are receiving a fair return out of roy-
alties, and the puller himself is not doing
badly if he is close to a railway. Some of
the pullers are working from 80 to 100
miles from the head of the railway on the
goldfields, and do not get much out of their
work with sandalwood at £16 a ton.

HON. @& TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[8.16]: T am glad the Premier has bronght
down this Bill. The sandalwood industry
was commencing to fall into a parlous con-
dition because of South Aunstralia entering
the market. We are now told that the posi-
tion is improving. The Leader of the Op-
position has suggested there will be some
heartburnings if the Bilt is passed. TP it
is passed the heartburnings will be nothing
compared with those which arose when the
original arrangements were made some half
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a dozen years ago, that led to the present
position being entered into between the
Government and the exporting firms. It was
a fire arrangement for the State. Many
people foresaw disaster if the proposals ad-
vanced hy the then Premier were
agreed to. Tt is pleasing to know
that the very people who opposed the
scheme so mueh are in favour of it
to-day. They realise the wvalue of it
Those who are going to find fault with the
Bill before us will in five years perhaps be
in the same position as those who opposed
the earlier arrangement. It is no use try-
ing to keep up tbe price of wood by any
method unless the Crovernment have control
over the privately-owned wood, I do not
suppose many people were engaged in get-
ting wood from private property until the
agreement was made, when sandalwood be-
came worth £25 a ton at Fremantle. As
soon as that position was brought about
the sandalwood gefter at wnce interested
himself in the industry, because he thought
is was better than looking for gold. Every
man in the back country wanted to be a
sandalwood getter because there was money
in the business. The wood has now been cut
out to such an extent that it is becoming
searce. In my electorate, from which a great
deal of sandalwood has been obtained, the
long distance of cartage is practieally lkill-
ing the industry. Last year a good deal of
the woed cut in the Mount Margaret dis-
triect had to be ecarted 125 miles. Owners
of private property on which sandalwood is
growing can have no complaint and no griev-
ance against the Bill.

The Premier: It is the control over the
wood on Crown lands that bas given them
a market for their wood.

Hon., G. TAYLOR: It was the arrange-
ment made by the Government to control
sandalwood and get a higher royalty upon
it that has made the commodity so valuable
to private owners. They did nothing to
bring that about. The wood was standing
idle on their land, and no value counld be
attached to it. Tt is now worth money. It
is only right we should protect the industry
and give the Government control over it
Private owners would not be in the position
they oceupy to-day but for the legislation
that was passed. I am not afraid of any
great outery from anyonre. When the mat-
ter is put before them there ¢an be no sug-
gestion that gnyone here will profit finan-
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cially as an individuoal, No member of
Parliament can be attacked by anyone and
no inference can be drawn that he will get
anything qut of it. No suggestion of that
kind can be advanced. The road is there-
fore clear. There should be no hesitation on
the part of any member to pass this Bill.
If the present position is allowed to remain,
as the Premier has indicated, there will be
such a slump in sandalwood that many of
our people will suffer. Whatever quota is
given to Western Australia, in the negotia-
tions with South Australia, I hope the Min-
ister for Porests will preserve as much of
the output as possible for our goldfields
prospectors. There are many old fellows up
there who are fit for nothing else but pros-
pecting, and securing five or ten tons of san-
dalwoad a year will help them keep the pot
boiling. I hope whatever happens they will
not suffer in any degree from South Aus-
tralia butting in on the industry. The re-
sult of South Australia’s entry into the field
may be that instead of Western Australia
exporting 6,000 tons a year the quantity may
be reduced to a little over 4,000 tons. I
hope the Premier will give these goldfielders
an opportanity to econtinue in the back counn-
try as they have been doing for the last
35 years. I support the Bill.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [8.23]: The
time is not inopportune to pay a tribute to
the thoughtfulness whieh prompted the ex-
Minister for Foreets, Hon. J. Secaddan, to
bring down an amendment to the Aet of
1923. He did a wonderful service to the
State. He was the means of the State re-
ceiving a considerably sum of meoney from
those who are resident outside. As the Pre-
mier wag gencrous enough to say some time
ago, the good that men do lives after
them., The thoughtfulness and farsichted-
nesa of Mr. Scaddan lives to-day, and T am
sure the Premier will admit they have heen
most helpful in seeuring finance to assist
in carrying on the affairs of State. The
Bill evidences that the principle of esntrol
as contained in Clause 3 is essentinl. I am
very interested in this and particularly in
the wholehearted acceptance of that princi-
ple by the member for Mount Margaret
(Hon. G. Tawior). Yot long age when con-
trol was. being sought in the marketing of
fruit he and others saw much evil in the
principle.

Hon. (. Taylor: We saw the evil, bui
passed the legislation.
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Mr, SAMPSON: I hope the hon. member
will always help along those lines.

Hon, G. 'Faylor: I have been doing it all
my life, and am getting tired of it.

Mr. SAMPSON: It is a tardy acknmow-
ledgment of the reasonableness and neces-
sity for control in marketing. This Bill deals
with the marketing of sandalwood. The
arrangements are admitted by the Premier
and others to be in the nature of definite
control. There is no ambiguity about it. No
longer will either the lessee or the grantee
of land have the full control over this tim-
ber Le has had in the past. In the same
way as the fruit producer will benefit
because of the organisation of his industry,
go will the owner of sandalwood country also
benefit,

Hon, @, Taylor: You are going to sprinkle
sandalwood on the dried fruit, are yout

Mr. SAMPSON: The lesson which has
never been fully and completely accepted in
respect of fruit marketing must strike home
and prove convineing, sinee it has been so
eloquently advanced and clearly put forward
by the Premier as well as by the Leader of
the Opposition. No one should hesitate to
do what is proposed. Beyond that I do
not know that we need go. Hince the neces-
ity for control in the marketing of sandal-
wood has been urged wholeheartedly, and as
will be seen in a few moments, the Bill will
go through without a division, so I hope
will tha same principle be acknowledged
and accepted in respect of fruit and other
produets, whereby = distinet advantage may
acerue to the producers. When it is given
to them it ean be said with equal truth that
those who consume also benefit. T support
the second reading of the Bill.

ME. MANN (Perth) [8.27]: I intend to
support the second reading, but am not fol-
lowing the argument put forward by the
memher for Swan (Mr. Sampson). His
argument is not analogous to this ease.

Mr. Sampson: You will come to repent-
ance equally with the member for Mount
Margaret.

Mr. MANX: In this ease the market has
been provided by the Government and rer-
tain lirensed contractors who control the
onfput and keep up the price of sandalwood
in Chinm Those who fook no part in the
campaign are exploiting the market that has
bheen prepared by- others. The ease put up
by the member for Swan was the exploita-
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tion of the consumers of this State. The two
things are mot on all fours.

Hon. G. Taylor: Do not be too hard
upon him.

Mr. MANN : 1 will not press that point,

Mr. Sampson: I have an idea there is an
ohject to exploit someone in this.

My, MANN: The argument advanced by
the lLion. member is not analogous to this
Bill. The licensed buyers of sandalwood
have been hard put to retain the market for
the last two or three ycars. Had the State
been controliing the output it is doubtful
whether control could have been held. 1t
is only the great knowledge these licensed
scllers have of the China market, and of the
Chinaman’s eccentricities and his methods of
trading, that has enabled us to lhold the
trade up to now. Those Chinese who deal
with sandalwood in China ave just as well
acquainted as we are with conditions in
Western Australin. They know the quantity
of sandalwood stacked at the seaports of
this State, and also the quantity available
in South Australin. The Sountli Australian
wood is of inferior quality, and would not
be purchased by the Chinese alongside th:
Western Australian wood except for the
lower price of the former. If the Bill goes
through and the State is enabled to eontrol
sandalwood alleged to come off Crown lunds,
I doubf whether the South Australian com-
modity will sell alongside the Western Aus-
tralian in the China market.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a cecond time.

In Committee, etc.

Biil passed through Committee willuut
debate, reported withont amendment, and
the report adopted. .

MOTION—MIGRATION OF GIRLS.
MR. TEESDALE (Roebourne) [8.36]: I

move-—-

That this House, whilst in favonr of the
nmigration of British subjeets, is of the opin-
ion that on account of the difficulty experi-
cneed by numerous girl migrants to Western
Australia in finding suitable emplovment, steps
should be taken to regulate the flow of sueh
migrants by cnsuring that they shall not be
encouraged to leave England cxcept under the
suspices of some soeiety or association which
will be responsible for finding them employ-
ment here; and that this House disagrees with
the statement made by Mr. Ponsonby, Parlia-
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mentary Under Secretary for the Dominions,
published in the ¢‘West Australian’’ of the
11th Qectober, that adequate employment is
available for girl migrants in Australia, not
only as household assistants, but in all the
professions.

Livery member knows of the deplorable pre-
valence of unemployment among male and
female shop assistants in Perth, No more
unfortunate position can be conceived than
that of a girl or woman out of employment,
with no home to fall back upon, without
money, and with no prospect of obtaining
work. A man can tramp the streets or roam
the country looking for work; but the un-
happy girl or woman cannot tramp the
streets—though, most unfortunately, some
of them do, and, what is still more pitiable,
some remain there for the purpose of secur-
ing food and clothing. The less we have of
that, the hetter. At present there are he-
tween GO0 and 700 men, women and girls on
the unemployed register of the Shop Assist-
anls’ Union. That is indeed a sad state of
affaivs. These employees cannot take part
in indignation meetings, or parade the
streets agitating for help. They have their
pride, and they suffer patiently and in
silence. In my youth T was a shop assist-
ant; but, thank God! I had the sense to
clear ouf of that walk of life speedily. Shop
assistants hold some of the worst paid posi-
tions in the State, with the longest hours,
and under anything but hygienic conditions.
The unforfunate shop assistant has to stand
there——

The Premier: Smiling patiently at people.

Mr. TEESDALE: -—day after day
serving customers who occasionally are most
trying. A shop assistant must not look
the least bit ecross, or she will get
the sack. It is in the last degree
unfortunate that so many of this. class
should be out of employment in a com-
paratively small place like Perth, be-
cause the prospect of their being ab-
sorbed is of the slightest except for a few
days at sale time, Only lately a Perth street
offered a deplorable illustration of the sad
position that obtains. A certain drapery
firm advertised for assistants, and the front
of the shop was positively packed with un-
happy girls waiting like a mob of sheep for
the small number of positions available—
positions that would in any case last only
a few days. All this has nothing what-
ever to do with the Government, but is due
to the disadvantareous state of trade and to
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the unfortunate faet that nowadays many
parents look with disfavour upen a girl's
entering domestic service.  Parents all but
invariably encourage their daughters to go
into shops. Had I a sister, I would fifty times
rather she went into a good, Christian, mid-
dle-class home to hold a position there, than
that she should become a shop assistant.
" Her surroundings would be far healthier and
her life much happier; and at the end of the
year, all things considered, she would he bei-
ter off financially. Yet people look askanece
upon girls going into service. I am glad to
know that there has been quite a little move-
ment, attended with success, to encourage
girls to give up the shop assistant business
for domestic service. I trust those girls
will find comfortable homes, where they will
be treated properly, treated as they should
be. Ihope also that the movement will result
in shops being short of assistants. I would
not bar girls from working in shops, but I
would much rather see a large proportion of
men standing behind the counters all day
than girls who have eventually to become
mothers and make homes for themselves,
Some girls assisting in shops become de-
hilitated in bealth even before marriage.
That is not much of a commmencement in
married life for them. Recently a drapery
firm went out of business. That eircum-
stanee threw out of employment 50 or 60
girls and young fellows. There is no possi-
bility of their being absorbed, as no new
drazpery shops are being started and other
shops are gradually reducing hands. Ex-
cept for a few days at sale time, those 50
or 60 girls and youths will remain on their
union’s unemployed register. Emphatically
that is a sad state of things; and I am,
justified in ealling attention to what is
calenlated to intensify the unfortunate
position. A reeently punblished statement
I advisedly deseribe as unlucky, since no one
wishes that British girls should come out
here and, owing to the fact that many of
our own daughters are out of work, remain
unemployed, and perhaps in some cases are
forced to take to the streets. I am as
great an upholder of the British as anvone
1s, and therefore I do not desire to see my
countrywomen come here merely to add to the
existing unemployment difficulty. They
ars; far better oif at Home with their friends.
There they can go into domestie service,
which is not locked down upon in the Old
World. I would much rather that they re-
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mained at Home than that they should come
here to fill the imaginary positions whieh
Mr. Ponsonhy says are open to them. X con-
tend that positions are not open to them,
and I shall prove it. Mr. Ponsonby is re-
ported as saying that there are rosier pros-
pects in the Dominions for girls getting mar-
ried than there are in Britain. I do not
know that just now we have too many men
looking for wives, Any men so employed
can easily be obliged. I am prepared to lay
a eouple of dozen of them on to brides
straight away.

Mr. Sampson:
duets to consider.

Miss Holman: The member for Roe-
bourne js not personal, is he?

Mr. TEESDALE: No. I never dreamt
of being personal, I did not see the mem-
ber for Forrest (Miss Holman) while I was
speaking, When I do try to be personal,
T make the personslity as promounced as
possible. However, here is a responsible
official at Home who has stated publicly that
there are rosier prospects for girls to get
married in Ausiralia than in Britain. M.
Ponsonby also said that women were wanted
in the Dominions—and this is the most seri-
ous aspect—not only ss house assistants, but
in all the professions. I know of one fairly
old profession here in which there are no vae-
ancies. God knows that profession is suf-
ficiently filled. In Perth to-day numbers
of pgirls who are competent clerks,
accountants, typistes, and commercial
bookkeepers, find themselves out of employ-
ment. Mr. Ponsonby states that all the pro-
fessions in Australia are open to girls.
They may be open, but they offer no avail-
able billets. I know of scores of girls whose
feet are sore from walking sbout day after
day to inquire of lirms whether there is a
chance of securing a position. The reply is
always the same, “Very sorry, but we are
not putting on womenfolk; we are rather
inclined to put one or two off.”

Mr, Brown: Are you speaking about
domestic work, too?

The Premier: Af any rate, the member
for Roebourne seems to have an extensive
acquaintance with girls!

Mr. TEESDALE: Always quite in a
fatherly way! They come to me for adviee,
and I advise them as well as 1 am able to.
I want to advise the womenfolk in Eng-
land not to eome here for at least 18 months
or two years. I want to see our girls here
in positions. I want to see them comfort-

‘We have our home pro-
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able, and I want to see that happen before gchological profession, and half a do?en
we bring any more girls out from Home. It ! others. But we know that there is nothing

is dreadful to consider the position of many
girls here to-day. They are in a far worse
plight than men who can go anywhere and
camp outside the suburbs; they can easily
pick up a feed. On the other hand, the
unfortunate girl has to keep herself spic
and span in appearance. She must be fairly
well dressed, or her appearanee is a mark
against her, She is down, if not spie and
span from head to foot. How some of them
koep themselves I do not know; I do not
think the unfortunate girls themselves know
how they do it. They have very few clothes
nowadays, and T suppose they have to wash
them very often, because new elothes eost too
much for them to keep themselves supplied
with new dresses. They cannot do it on the
small pittance that many of them get. I
feel great sympathy with these girls, becanse
they suffer, and suffer silently. They do unot
go about the streets telling people all their
troubles. They go on the same weary round
each day, and then go home in the evening
to their 5s.- or 6s.-a-week room and read
some stuff they have read over five or six
times before. Then they pray to God for
the next day! I do not know how they can
keep up their appesrances. We do not want
any more of that sort of thing in our midst;
we have enongh of it already. Other
hen. members have as good an idea
of the position as I have. I felt it
necessary to voice this protest against
the statement that has been made by
Mr. Ponsonby. I hope hon. members
will deal with the motion sympathetieally,
and that it will go forth from the Parlia-
ment of Western Australia that we do not
want any more girls senf ont here during
the next two years except, perhaps, a few
for domestic service. We do not want the
wreichied strugoling of the crowds of girls
afready here added to by newcomers from
the Old Country. Already we see them
standing outside places in a queue, as though
they were at a picture show. They are
standing there in an effort to secure the
right to work. It is a dreadful position,
particularly in a small centre like Perth. 1
hope hon. members will support me in re-
foting the statements made by Mr. Pon-
sonby, and that Parliament will -let it be
known that all these professions are not
open to girls, I recognise that Mr. Pon-
sonbv can et out of it by saying that he
referred to the medical profession, the psy-

in that.

Such positions are one-man or one-
girl jobs; not too many are employed in
those professions. I am sure that the state-
ment by Mr. Ponsonby will be understood by
the girls in the Old Country to refer to
positions such as those of typistes, book-
keepers, accountants, ladies’ helps and so
on, In England there are many girls who
are occupying some such positions, but thers
are very few openings for them in Awps-
tralia. I kmow one girl who came out on
the same boat as I did. She was engaged
by one of the big firms in London that went
into liguidation and she was furnished with
s pumber of excellent references by the
directors. That girl visited each of the Ans-
tralian States, and was invariably told when
she applied for a position that the firms
conld not afford to employ a girl of her
ability because she would require too high a
salary. She had been an accountant for
five large piano factories in the Old Coun-
try bhut to-day she is & clerk in a good hotel
here. It is a good position but very inferior
to the one she left in the Old Country.
There was a girl who came out to fill a
position in one of the professions referred
to by Mr. Ponsonby, but nowhere in Aus-
tralin  was she able to secure employ-
ment tor which she was so well fitted.
1t is well known that many of the big firms
in England employ girls as confidential
+lerks and in other similar responsible posi-
tions, and pay them high salaries. It is
for such positions that girls would look if
they took notice of Mr, Ponsonby's remarks,
and T hope the House will support me in the
move I am taking to refute those state-
ments. We do not want girls of that type
to come out here for the next two years.

MR, SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [852]:
While I agree with the motion moved by
the memher for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale) I
do not think it goes far enoungh. It seems
to me the motion will convey the soggestion
that he refers to single girls only. It is
well known that quite a number of young
married girls come out with their husbands
and other married women bring out their
danghters. They, too, find difficulty in get-
ting employment for their hysbands and
danghters,

Mr. Teesdale: The motion refers to girls
and women.
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Mr, SLEEMAN: I think it would be as
well to reier move specifically to married
women who comwe out with their husbands
and children. They have great diffienlty in
getting positions for their families.

Hun, G. Taylor: You want to slop the
lot.

Mr. SLEEMAN: At the present time it
would be a gooid thing if they were stopped,
hecausa there i+ no further employment for
them. Many of these people are brought
out under false pretences. They are told
at Home that if they come out here they
will find a land flowing with milk and
honey. They are told that if they come
ont everything will be all right. Many of
them are told that they can go straight to
the land and prosper. They are not out
here long before they find what a mistake
they have made. Quite apari from the
single girls, young married women come
out with fheir hushands, and it is not long be-
fore they are in dire straits. We also know
that difficalties are experienced by nomin-
"ated migrants. People out here nominate
them, and when they arrive here, they find
that the persons whe nominated them ean.
not fulfil their obligations and the State
has to sapport them. Tt would be wise if
the member for Roebourne altered his
amendment in accordance with my sugges-
tion.

Hon. &. Taylor: Married women are not
usually designated as girls.

AMr. SLEEMAN: 1If the motion is sent
Home in its present form, it will convey
the impression that the Parliament of
Western Australia considers that single
girls only shonld not come out here, thus
implying that for married women and their
daughters there are reasonable opportuni-
ties. Tt would he wrong for such an impres-
sion to be gained from the motion. There
are no sach opportunities here, and until
there are those opportunities, we should let
the people in the Old Country know what
is the position. Continually I am being
told by people who have migrated that if
thev could return Home, they would go
to-morrnw.  They tell me that they came
out here beeause of the glowing pictures
painted to them in Epgland. We know that
that sort of thing is not right, and we
shounld not allow any such wrong impression
to be ereated.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) {855]: I am
rather surprised at the doleful tone adopted
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by the member for Roebourne (Mr. Tees-
dale). I am given to understand that if
there is employment for anyone in Austra-
liz, it ix for girls. What ocenpations are
these =ixls lonking for?

Mr, Teesdale: Don't ask guestions.

Mr. BROWN: What were they doing be-
fore they came here? There is room for
hundreds of girls in Western Australia, if
they will only accept domestic work. Are
the girls that have been referred to, domes-
licated ! Cnn they eovk meals.

Mr, Teesdale: 1 would stop (he lot of
Ui emuing ont if 1 eonld.

Mr. BROWN: Are they factory girla?

The Premier: They are modern girls.

Mr, BROWN: Will the Premier give us
the defimtion of a modern girl? We are
pivine our own girl's a rood education, T
Iave no objection to that, but the fact re-
mains that immediately we start to educate
2 girl heyond a certain point she regards
dowestie work as beneath her, She looks for
work in other avennes.

My, Sleeman: Then you do not wish the
girls to be educated? .

Mr. BROWN: Yes, I do, but they shonld
be taught something about domestie duties.

Miss Helman: They are taught domestie
science in our schools.

Mr. BROWNK: Then they do not view if
from the practical standpoint. If a girl
takes serviee in a house she considers she
ig being treated like a menial, and regards
that position as beneath her. Very often
the girl may be better edueated than the
woman who employs her. Education is not
barmful, but we should teach our girls as
much about domestic requirements as we
can. Hon. members are well aware that if
they go into some country towns, they will
soon ascertain the diffculties regarding
domestie service. In many instances I have
found half-caste girls occupying domestie
positions. T have asked for an explanation
and have been told by the ladies that if
they employed a migrant or even one of
our own girls, she would not stay in the
country districts for a week. They have to
fall back on half-caste mission girls, who
are hound fo remain at their post.

The Premier: The half-enste girl has to
work and earn her living.

Mr., BROWN: I have no objection to
that, but the women-folk have to employ
them becanze they cannot get white girls
to remain in the counntry.
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Mr. Wilson: They employ the half-castes
because they are cheaper.

Mr, BROWN: I do not think it is that at
all; it is becanse the white girls will not
take to domestic work. Should an advertise-
ment appear for girls as shop assistants
or for some similar positions, it is ne un-
usual sight to see girls lined up in a queue
for an hour before the seleetion is to be
made. On the other hand, if an advertise-
ment were put in for a girl to assist in the
house at 25s, per week, how many would
apply?

Mr. Sleeman: Half a hundred.

Mr. BROWN: That is not so. As a
member of the Legislative Assembly of this
State and one who has all his stake in
Western Australia, I do not like the idea
of the motion going forth as ar intimation
to the Old Country that there is no place
in this State for good honest girls. There
are hundreds of bachelors still in Western
Australia.

Hon. G. Taylor: And always will be.

Mr. BROWN: There are single men
struggling, trying to make homes, when their
object will be to secure wives. Those men
will want for wives girls that are domesti-
cated. The member for Roebourne must
agree that 90 per cent. of the girls ecoming
from the Old Country are not domesticated
I view this question very seriously. I have
watched the children at country sehools com-
ing out in the afternoon, and I have mar-
velled at the number of young girls of ahout
12 or 14 years of age. When we consider
all those young girls in our small country
towns, we cannot but wonder what employ-
ment we are going to find for them. For
instance, I have eight daughters, four of
them stil} on my hands, dependent on what
I can do for them. They are not looking
for any work. They think their father has
sufficient to keep them. I have no objection
to that, but I think any able-bodied person,
girl or boy, should be doing something at
which he or she ean earn a living. If to-
morrow one of my girls decided to take a
domestie position, she could earn £1 a week
and her keep. Hundreds more girls could
do the same. It is very serious that there
should be so much unemployment amongst
our men, but the faet remains there is plenty
of work for bonest domesticated girls. I do
not know that the ecarrying of the motion
will do any good. I am sorry the member
for Roebourne should regard the position as
being so bad.

[52]
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Mr. Teesdale: In every State it is the
same. It is not confined to Western Aus-
tralia.

My, BROWN: I do not know whether
these girls from England are still coming
out in shiploads. If so, it is not right. But
whenever a shipload of domesticated girls
reaches Fremantle, those girls are snapped
up directly.

Mr, Teesdale: Snapped up in a certain
street, most of them.

Mr. BROWN: T do not agree with that.
I say there is still plenty of honest work for
those girls. Girls arriving from England,
on leaving the ship, go into the migrants’
home at Fremantle, where they are inter-
viewed by ladies requiring domestic help.
The girls, if competent, secure positions
straight away. And even if not domesticated,
those girls, so long as they are willing, will
be taken into employment by ladies prepared
to teach them their duties. Of course if we
have none but typists and shop assistants
and waitresses coming out, possibly they
cannot get work immediately.

Mr. Sleeman: Do you advocate the bring-
ing out of mare typists and shop assistants?

Mr. BROWN: No, I say let us have
domesticated girls.

Mr. Teesdale: I have no objection to that.

Mr. BROWN: But many of these girls,
on arriving here, do not go looking for
domestic work. I should like to know who
judges them, who selects them, in the Old
Conntry.

Mr. Teesdale: Auwstralian women select
them, and Australian doctors examine them.

Mr. BROWN: But have they to give a
demonstration of what they ean do? No,
they only go before the examiners and de-
clare what they ean do,

Mr. Teesdale: Of course, some of them
are assisted passengers.

Mr. BROWN: I believe there is plenty of
room in Western Australia for any honest
worker, girl or boy, and that all the girls we
are getting could be absorbed in domestic
work, in which event it would not be
long before they secured husbands. Onp
the other hand, our boys think of nothing
but sport, and never give a thonght to sav-
ing sixpence. Go down the streets of Perth
and note how the people are dressed. The
girls of Perth are the best dressed I have
ever seen. That heing so, surely Western
Australia eannot be in s0 bad a state.

Mr. Sleeman: How old are the girls you
have been looking at?
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Mr, BROWN: I cannot say whether they
are all under 20, but they look it anyhow.
These days I cannot tell whether they are
young or old, but I admire them and admire
their dressing. Since all our girls are well
dressed, there must be some money in the
country and they must be earning their liv-
ing in a deecent honest way.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Over 70 per cent. of
the girls of this country are earning only
12s. 6d. a week.

Mr. BROWN : But many of the girls
have their homes to go to, and while they are
earning that 12s. 6d. they are learning some
trade or profession.

Mr. J. H. Smith; They are learning no-
thing whatever.

Mr. BROWN: We have -unions here to
look after the girls.

Mr. Sleeman: You would not allow
domestic servants to be brought under the
Arbitration Aect.

Mr. BROWN: They are under it now,

Mr. Sleeman: They are not; you voted
against it.

Mr. BROWN: Waitresses over 21 years
of age get very decent wages. 1 have been
told that a girl, if of a saving disposition,
can easﬂy put aside £1 per week. But our
trouble is that our young men mever think
of saving; they are all fond of the girls,
and they take them to theatres and dances
and do not try to save sixpence. If our
voung men were of a thrifty nature they
would be more disposed to marry, and then
we should not have so many single young
girls. We require to teach onr young men
thrift. Unfortunately, to-day they are all
earning too muech money. However, I still
think Western Australia is a land of pro-
mise and, I sincerely hope, will find employ-
ment for all, more particularly cur young
women,

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [9.9]: I agree that there is plenty
employment for girls willing to ge into
domestic service, but I do rot think it wise
to encourage those who want office work, or
work in shops, to come out here from the
Old Land. It is a very good suggestion
that young girls coming out from England
should come to some organisation that will
be responsible for them. It is not right that

young girls should be stranded in a country’

far away from their relatives and friends,
and with no place to go to. But of course
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we have homes for them, as for example the
Salvation Army Home at Fremantle, which
each vear brings out a couple of hundred
girls and looks after them on arrival, I
suppose in almost every instance there is
a position wailing for each of the girls that
come out to the Salvation Army Home.
And if a girl should lose her employment
there is the home for her to turn to. All
these girls coming out here should come to
some organisation or imstitution that will
look after them. It would be quite wrong to
say there are openings in all the profes-
sions for girls coming out from the Old
Land, There are not, and will not be. We
have a great many of our own young people
growing up and becoming available for that
class of work year after year. I do not
Quite see how we can censure this Brlhsh
Minister.

My, Teesdale: I do not want to send any
censure to him.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of course
if my friend says Mr, Ponsonby deserves
censure, we must agree and pass this
motion. It is unfortunate that we cannot
take more people from the Ol Land, but
it is quite useless t¢ have men and women
coming here and joining the ranks of the
unemployed. In a new couniry such as ours
there should he work for all, but we have
so organised our affairs that employment is
searce now and will be searce for some time
to come. I am not at all sure that migrants
coming out here are misled by the officials
at Home. We often hear people about to
visit the Old Country saying, hefore they
leave Western Australia, that they are going
Home to tell the truth—as if nobody hefore
them had ever told the truth! Xt is very
nnfortunate that it should he so diffienlt
to believe the truth and so easy io accept
the statementi that is untrue.

The Premier: My experience is that those
people who eome ount here and say they were
told glowing tales are not telling the truth.
I did not hear any misrepresentation when
1 was in England.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
for a moment helieve that the present Agent
General, or his predecessor Sir Hal Cole-
bateh, or any of the Agents General, have
done other than state the facts as they knew
them. I do not believe that Mr. Staples
who represents us at Australia House in
London, or Colonel Manning, or Mrs. Man-
ning, would be likely to misstate the posi-
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tion. Why should they? There is no nced
to do it. But it may easily be that irrve-
sponsible people have over-persuaded others
to come to Australia. We cannot be held re-
sponsihle for that.

The Premier: Visitors from Australia may
have done so.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is not
very difficult to believe that conditions in
this pew and empty country can be far bet-
ter than the conditions in the OM Country
vver-supplied with people. And suvely the
people at Home can be excused if they say
to their young people, “There is better hope
for you out there in Australia thap you will
find in England.” But we are very anxious
to believe that people are over-persuaded
by our representatives, and that our repre-
sentatives over-state the position. In either
event the people of Western Ausiralia are
very prone to understate the advantages this
country offers. I do not know which is the
worse, the man who understates or the man
who overstates; both are to be avoided.

Mr. Teesdale: Then there is the shipping
erowd, which gets a pound a nob for every
migrant,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I wonder
what would happen to this country if we
were to send 100,000 people away from it.
It would be so mueh worse for Western Aus-
tralia and there would be so much less
work to be donme by the people re-
maining. It is impossible to judge the
amount of work available by the num-
ber of people, but it is a fact that
in & new country there should be much work
in many directions. Let us send this mo-
tion to our old friend, the Agent-General
(Hon. W. C. Angwin), and let him do what
he thinks wise with it. No British Minister
would desire to make a mis-statement, and
it will probably be well to warn him.

Mr. Teesdale: The Agent-General would
support it if he were present.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes. I
am anxious that girls should not be encour-
aged to come here to engage in offlee work,
but I am not anxious to discourage girls
who desire domestiec work so long as there
are openings for them. If this eountry does
offer oppertunities for our own flesh and
blood in the 0ld Country, we ought to let
them know of it and let them come here, but
I repeat that it is useless to bring people
to Western Anstralia if there is not work
for them to do. There will be work for
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them, and such work as is available we
should offer to British people. I support the
motion and hope that the member for Fre-
mantle will grow a little more cheerful.

Mr. Sleeman: You evidently do not meet
as many of them as I do.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: I think
the hon. member had better change his resi-
dence for a few weeks and then perhaps his
liver would improve.

MR, WILSON (Collie} [9.17]: I agree
with all that was said by the member for
Roebourne and shall support the motion.
At the same time 1 do not think it goes far
enongh; it would be wise to refer not only
to England, but to  Scotland, Ireland and
Wales.

Hon. G. Taylor:
through Engiand.

My, WILSON: I make that soggestion
to the member for Roebourne. When I was
at Home I saw hundreds of girls out of
work on ascount of factories having been
closed, and many of them are coming out
here. Through lack of pairiotism of Brit-
ishers, the mills have had to be closed and
the trade has gone to Japan and Germany,
The linen trade of the North of Ireland has
been completely losi, the Japanese having
collared some of it and Germany the remein-
der. Sinee my return to Western Australia
I know that many such girls have come out
and have been unable to get work. There
are now hundreds of girls in Perth who can-
not get a position either in restaurants, in
small shops or in the larger stores. There
is a good deal in the assertion that a lot
of them are not fit for domestic duties, but
that cannot be said of all of them. When we
come to look for billets in the country for
them, not too many are to be found.

Mr, Teesdale: That is quite right.

Mr. WILSON: I am surprised at the
membher for Pingelly asserting that hun-
dreds of domestics are wanted.

Mr. Teesdale: I wonder if he could find a
dozen billets in Pingelly for domestie girls,

Mr. WILSON: If an advertisement were
inserted in the newspaper that ihe member
for Pingelly could place half a dozen girls,
he wounld get half & hundred applications,
and some of the applicants would be good
ones, too.

Mr, Teesdale: I should not be surprised
if they rushed him to-morrow.

The girls all come
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Mr. WILSON: I support the motion aud
suggest that the reference might be extended
beyond the boundaries of England.

MISS HOLMAN (Forrest) [9.20]: 1 sup-
port the motion. I wish particularly to
address a few words to the member for Pin-
gelly concerning the remarks he offered.

Mr. Sleeman: He needs it.

Mr, Wilson: Yes, give him the eane.

Miss HOLMAN: He seemed to be quite
sorry that the girls of to-day were receiving
a good education that would enable them to
take positions other than in domestic ser-
vice, lle did not seem to think much of
the modern girl. He said he had seen girls
who appeared to be under 20 in the street
beautifully dressed. 1 wish to point out to
the hon. member that the reason they looked
s0 nice was because of their domestic seience
training and because of their doing their
own dressmaking, sewing, washing, and
ironing after they returned home from work,
The hon. member regretted that the migrants
included girls other than domestics. If he
had read thoroughly the paper which he
quoted a couple of times, he would have
seen let!ers written by domestics employed
in this State and would have learnt the rea-
son why girls are not anxious to work as
domesties. Not long ago we had the spec-
tncle in this Parliament of legislators refus-
ing to allow domestic servants to enjoy any
protection under the Arbitration Court.

Mr. Wilson: Members forget abont that.

Miss HOLMAXN: Domestic servants have
to work very long hours and their work is
hard, and if they do get £1 a week as the
member for Pingelly suggested, they are
very lucky.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What a rotten
world it is! YWhy not all come into Par-
liament?

Miss HOLMAN: Thank God, some of
them ean enter Parliament nowadays! A
few remarks were made about shop assist-

ants. I ean assure members that the
girls in some of our town shops arc
very well treated, but on the other

hand some of them are sacked as soon
as they reach 21 and so ean command a
decent wage. Clerks have to dress decently
and some of them have mothers. sisters and
other dependants to keep, but clerks do not
receive such wonderful wages. Our eity
commercial colleges are full of girls study-
ing to become clerks and typistes.

Mr. Brown: That is the trouble.

[ASSEMsLy ]

Miss HOLMAN: The hon. wember wants
ouly a few domnesties to come into the eoun-
try, to work hard and long and get only
small wages.

Mr. Brown: They make very good wives
anyhow.

Miss HOLMAN: How many wives does
the hon. member want? He mentioned also
that some of the organisations, on receiving
a conlingent of girls, advertised that they
had all been placed in good jobs,  This
otion does not relate to girls who come
here under agreement with crganisations or
associations and are well looked after.

Mr. SBampson: Do not you consider that
otfice work is harder than domestic work?

Miss HOLMAN: Office work entails
hirrler bain work, bnt not such long hours.

Mr. Sieeman: It depends for whom the
girl 15 working.

Mr. Teexdale: The conditions are better.

Miss HOLMAN: 1In an office there is
no Saturday afternoon or Sunday work, and
if a clerk is called upon to work baeck at
rizht, she is paid for it. T agree with every
word members have snid in support of the
motion.

Mr. Lindsav: Including the member for
Pingelly?

Miss HOLMAN: The member for Pin-
zelly did not support the motion. If we
had more factories and secondary industries
that would provide work for girls, we might
hbe able to absorb more girl migrants. At
present one has only to go to the timber dis-
tricts and see the girls there for whom there
is practically no future. The member for
Pingelly said they make good wives. They
da, but surely they are entitled to an oppor-
tunity to work for a living hetween the
{ime of leaving school and making good
wives!

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [9.25]: I
support the motion, which I consider is a
wise one. I do not agree altogether with
the membe: For Forrest in her remarks about
domestics, although I agree with what she
said about the girls in the country distriets.
We have girls in the country who have re-
reived the best education that the country
can give them. Many of them hold the
janior certificate, and yet they are working
in shops for wages of T7s. 84, to £1
per week, and consequently their par-
ents have to keep them. That applies
to girls up to 20 years of age and
even more. It is useless for such girls
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to come to the city because possibly they
are not domesticated and they have a
vertain amount of pride. We have broad-
casted to the Old Country—England, Ire-
land, Scotland and Wales, as the member
for Collie said—for domestics, and they
come to Australia. Perhaps we have not
sufficient young men to marry, our own girls,
or it may be that our girls are very hard
to pleass. When girls arrive from the Old
Country, we expect them to be thoroughly
domesticated. Someone goes to the boat and
engages them for work and they do not
know how to boil water.

Mr. Lindsay: Without burning it.

Mr. J. H. SMITIH: They vannot light a
stove or do anything of a domestic character,
although they are supposed to be domes-
ficated. They also come out as typistes in
search of ocenpations. The member for
Roebourne is quite right in endeavouring to
check that sort of immigration. While I do
not agree with the member for Forrest, who
inferved that those domesticated girls are
made slaves, and have no award tov regulate
their hours or conditions of employment,
many people in the country distriets take
them and teaeh thein all they ean. The girls
are iaken into the homes arnd though they
may not be paid 35s. or 40s. a week, hut
perhaps £1 a week, they are given homes
and are taught domestic duties. It was a
happy thought and a wise precaution on the
part of the member for Roebourne to sub-
mit this motion and I hope it will be carried.

Question put and passed.

BILL—CRIMINAL CODE AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Resumed from the 30th Oectober. Mr.
Lambert in the Chair: Mr. Mann in charge
of the Bill.

Clanse 2—Insertion of section after Seec-
tion 653:

Mr. MANN: Progress was reported to
enzble me to prepare an additional amend-
ment to Subclause 2. It was desired by
the Minister for Justice and members that
the responsibility should rest with the court.
I was not averse to that. When I intro-
duced a similar Bill previously, it took that
form. It reached another place, and that
was the end of it. All T desire is that the
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Bill shall be passed in such form that a
mentally deficient person shall not pay the
extreme penalty for an offence punishable
by death. I move an amendment—

That to Subelause 2 the following para-
graph be added :—*“The report shall deal with
ihe mental condition of the accused person at
the time when the act charged against bim is
alleged to have been committed, so far as it
can be ascertained by the board, and shall .be
filed in the court, and may be inspected by the
judge who i to preside ut the trial, by the
Crown Presceutor, by the aceused or his eoun-
sel andd, by leave of the judge, by any other
person, and may be put in as evidence either
for the prosceution or the defence; but if the
report is so put in by either party then the
nther party may cross-eXaming any or every
member of the board, who has concurred there-
in, or dissented therefrom, ns if such member
had given evidence to the cffect therein set
forth 7’

The court, that is the judge and counsel, ete.,
will be cognisant of the report, and the jury
will have an opportunity to hear members
of the board cross-examined, and will be
able to weigh in their minds the value of
the report from the evidence and the eross-
examination. I take it there can be nothing
more open and elear than evidence given in
that form.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr., MANN: I move a further amend-
ment—

Tiat in Subelause 5 all the words down to
and ineluding ‘‘mind’? in line 8, he struck
out, and the following inscrted in liew:—*Tf
the accuscd person is found guilty of an of-
fenee punishable with death, but the jury are
of opinion that, by reason of his mental con-
dition at the time when the offence was eom-
mitted, the death penalty shounld not be in-
flicted upon him, they may add a rider to that
effeet; and in that ease the judge shall make
suek order as he would make if auch person
had heen acquitted on aceount of unsoundness
of mind, and.”’

The Premier: Is thal not done now?

Mr. MANN: Only in the case of persons
of unsound mind.

Amendinent put and passed.

Mr. MANN: 1 move a further amend-
ment—

That Subelause (6) be struek out.
If it is allowed to remain I think it would

hamper the operations of the board rather
than assist them.

Amendment put and passed.
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Mr. MANN: I move the following fur-
ther amendments—

That in Subeclanse (7) all the words after
“*include’’ be struek out, and the following
inserted in lieu:— ‘any mental defectiveness
or unsoundness which, if existing at the time
of the commission of the act charged against
the accused person, would have been sufficient
to render him incapable of forming a rational
judgment on the moral quality of such aet’’;
that in Subelanse (8) the word ‘‘Act”’ be
struck out, and ‘‘Section’’ inserted in lieun;
and that the words ‘*means a’' bhe struck out,
and ‘‘shall include any’’ be inserted in leu.

Amendments put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

House adjourned at 940 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT tfook the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION--MIGRATION
AGREEMENT.

Hon., H. STEWART asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, Under the £34,000,000 Migra-
tion Agreement how munch money has been
authorised for expenditure in Western Aus-
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tralia to 30th September, 1928? 2, How has
the money bheen allocated? 3, How many
migrants have been received o the 30th
September, 19297

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
£5,117,886 approved, of which £4,345,562
has been drawn. 2, Drainage (Busselton},
£205,000; farms (2,031), £2,031,000; farms,
(300), £450,000; railways—Busselton-
Flinders Bay-Margaret River, £260,000;
Norseman-Salmon Gums, £225,500; Pember-
ton-Denmark, £475,500;, Ejanding North-
wards, £400,000; roads (group), £500,000;
water suppliecs—Narembeen, £76,197; Bar-
balin, £264,437 ; Norseman-Esperance,
£80,000; preliminary expenses (3,500 farms
seheme), £150,000; total, £5,1173586. 3,
23,970,

QUESTION—INDUSTRIAL
STABILISATION.

Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, Have the Government taken any
steps to establish an industrial stabilisation
committee? 2, If so, how has it been con-
stituted, and what organisations or persons
are represented in its membership?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: I,
Yes. 2, The following organisations have
been requested to nominate one representa-
tive: the Employers’ Federation, the Cham-
ber of Commerce, the Chamber of Manufae-
tures, the Metropolitan Local Governing
Bodies Association, the Road Boards Asso-
ciation, the State Executive of the Australian
Labour Party, four Government officers.

MOTION—RAILWAY CATERING.

HON. H. STEWAERT (South-Kast)
[4.37): I move—
That all papers relaling to the existing

agrecments for railwax catering Le laid om

the Table.

I hope other members too will take this op-
portunity to express their opinions of the
catering arrangements on the Western Aus-
tralian railways. It has nothing to do with
this or any other Government, but is entirely
within the purview of the Commissioner of
Railways. I can look back to my beyhood
in Vieteria when the population of that
State was comparable with our population
here to-day, some 412,000. The eatering



